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BENNETT BROOK DISABILITY JUSTICE CENTRE — REVIEW 

35. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 

The Bennett Brook Disability Justice Centre is a facility that services some of the most marginalised individuals 
in our community. I think we all agree on that. Will the Premier tell the Parliament whether he supports the 
Minister for Disability Services, who after a review of this centre has decided to keep it operating as it is, or the 
member for Bassendean who has continued to scaremonger on the centre and demand that it be closed? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

We all recall that the Bennett Brook Disability Justice Centre was a significant issue prior to the last election and 
perhaps the election before. We also recall back in perhaps 2012 or 2013, the then Liberal–National government 
had a location selected that was a different location, and then changed it. There was very limited consultation with 
the local residents in Lockridge. The lack of consultation was criticised heavily by Labor in opposition because 
we were unhappy about the fact that it was moved, as I recall, out of a Liberal electorate and into the heart of the 
member for Bassendean’s electorate. As I recall, it was going to be in the electorate of Nathan Morton and his 
aunty, Helen Morton, decided upon a different location, which might raise a few issues. When your aunty comes 
and changes the location for you, you want to think about that one—but that was the Liberal Party. As a local 
member of Parliament, the member for Bassendean expressed his concern about these issues. It is a pity that the 
member for Bassendean does not have his aunty in the Parliament to sort issues out for him. It is a pity his aunty 
is not here sorting things out. I wish we all had an aunty in this place who would just come along and sort out 
issues for us when they come into our electorate. Unfortunately, on this side, we do not have our aunties here. On 
the opposition side, unfortunately for both of them, they lost their seats. Despite the aunty helping her nephew, 
both of them lost their seats at the election. 

In more recent times before the 2017 state election, we announced a review of the disability justice centre and its 
location and the like. From memory, Mr Alan Carter, a well-respected former CEO of Anglicare, undertook that 
review. That review has been handed down and the Minister for Disability Services, as I understand it, has 
announced our response. I do not object to the member for Bassendean, who is also a member of Parliament 
representing a constituency, having a point of view on that issue, as members of Parliament should. 
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